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Bulletin Board on the 
website for sharing 
and finding 

Finally, don’t forget to take 
a look at the bulletin board 
that we have made avail-
able, via the website, for 
use before, during and after 
the conference. At the mo-
ment, the board can be 
used to ‘look for room-
mates’ during your stay in 
Utrecht. 

See you in Utrecht – Be 
there or be square!! 

Participants from all over the World 
At this moment it looks as if we will greet between 400 and 500 
participants from around the world. While a small majority will be 
coming from the United States, we will have participants from all 
over the world, including China, Singapore, Japan, Israel, Canada, 
South Korea, and Australia, attending. And of course many Euro-
pean countries are present, such as Norway, Finland, Switzerland, 
France, Italy, Germany, United Kingdom, Cyprus and THE NETH-
ERLANDS.   

 

Report by the ICLS 2008 chair, 
Paul Kirschner. 

We are on the eve of 
ICLS2008. As you know, 
Utrecht University will host the 
8th International Conference of 
the Learning Sciences from 
June 24 to 28, 2008. The 
theme for the conference is 
"International Perspectives in 
the Learning Sciences". 

The conference organization is 
proud to announce that the 
interactive program is available 
on the ICLS2008 website 
(http://www.isls.org/icls2008/) 
and we have good hope that 
the proceedings will be avail-
able electronically and as print 
on demand book by the confer-
ence opening!! Interesting 
workshops are scheduled on 
Monday, Tuesday and Thurs-
day, which is Game Day. From 
Wednesday until Saturday, 
paper presentations, poster 
sessions, symposia, interactive 
poster symposia will alternate 
with fire hose presentations and 
keynotes. Furthermore a social 
program with allure and a con-
ference dinner in the historic 
University Hall (built in 1462!) 
will make you never forget the 
Netherlands and this confer-
ence. 

Join us for ICLS 2008 in the Netherlands, June 24-28 

Visit http://www.isls.org/isls2008/ for more up to date information. 

CSCL2009 
June 8-13 
 Rhodes Greece 
www.isls.org/CSCL2009 

• First call for papers  
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KEYNOTES 

Prominent keynote speakers are coming to the ICLS 2008 in Utrecht. The opening key-
note will be given by Yrjö Engeström who is the Director of the Center for Activity Theory 
and Developmental Work Research at the University of Helsinki.  The keynote is titled                     
Beyond Design Experiments: Interventions for Expansive Learning. 

The other eight keynote speakers are duo-keynotes by: 

• Frank Fischer (Internal and external scripts) & 

• Shelly Johnson Henson (The Folksemantic Web) 

• Constance Steinkuehler (Pop Cosmopolitanism, Cognition, and Learning) & 

• Mark Overmars (The Game of the Future) 

• Nancy Law (Conceptualizing systemic contextual differences for design research & 

• Theo Wubbels (Does the Homo Zappiens Need More Than Just Good Teaching?) 

On Thursday the theme will be 
‘games’. A part of all presenta-
tions held that day will deal with 
games and gaming. In the morn-
ing are, for example, paper ses-
sions and symposia about new 
perspectives on learning through 
game design, epistemic games, 
gender and digital games and 
academic learning through open-
ended video games. These pres-
entations are followed by a duo-
keynote by Constance 
Steinkuehler and Mark Over-
mars. Mark will talk about the 
game of the Future, taking a look 
at the different initiatives, in par-
ticular in the education and train-
ing domain. He will also discuss 
current research developments 
in game technology and how 
they will affect the game of the 
future. In particular he will look at 
developments in the construction 
of virtual worlds, virtual charac-
ters, interaction techniques, and 
adaptability of games to individ-
ual players. Constance will talk 

about multiplayer online games. 
They have the potential to func-
tion as sandboxes for the recon-
struction (perhaps, reinvigora-
tion) of a new form of twenty-first 
century citizenship – a cosmo-
politan disposition marked by 
the willingness to engage in an 
increasingly globalised and 
therefore diverse socio-technical 
world and the development of 
intellectual practices crucial to 
successful navigation within it. 
Research on such contexts, 
then, has the potential to help us 
formulate new educational 
means and ends, ones that lean 
forward, toward what the world 
is becoming, rather than back-
ward, toward what the world 
was like when we were 
growing up. 

In the afternoon different 
workshops will give partici-
pants hands-on experiences 
with games and game de-
sign. For instance the invited 

interactive workshop ‘Theory-
based Educational Game Design, 
Implementation, and Assessment’ 
will look at techniques and meth-
ods for developing game environ-
ments based on a theory of learn-
ing. Specifically, it will use the 
development of epistemic games 
as a jumping-off point for small- 
and large-group discussions 
about the processes involved in 
theory-based game design, imple-
mentation, and assessment. The 
conversations will be appropriate 
for participants working at any 
stage in the process of thinking 
about and working with theory-
based educational games. 

Thursday: Game Day! 
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Party time 

Although ICLS2008 is serious 
business (serious work, serious 
gaming), we did not forget to 
organise some time to have 
some serious fun and partying. 
You know what they say: All 
work and no play makes Jack 
(M/F) a dull person. In other 
words we need some scheduled 
time for fun and to relax.  

What’s on tap? Well, at the con-
ference opening cocktail party 
on Wednesday evening which 
will be hosted by the Mayor of 
the city of Utrecht you can enjoy 
a cello duo. On Thursday eve-
ning it’s time to get into your 

seventies outfits and dance to 
soul, rhythm and blues and rock 
and roll music of Le Freak 
(http://www.lefreak.nl/). And on 
Friday you can enjoy a wonder-
ful conference diner at the Aca-
demic Hall, a building in the 
centre of the city next to the old 
Dom Church that was built in 
1462!. There are also excur-
sions that can be booked, part-
ner programmes, and … Use 
your imagination! 

Also, there will be a getting ac-
quainted reception for the par-
ticipants (including mentors) in 
the Doctoral Consortium, Early 
Career, and First-time work-

shops on Tuesday at the end of 
the workshops. 

                         
51Weeks 

During and after the 

conference we will all be 

able to make use of 

51Weeks Web2.0 

software.   

At the core 51 Weeks is an 

aggregator that collects 

and distributes learner 

thoughts, experiences, 

and activities that occur 

during and after a 

conference. The system 

draws together 

interactions as learners 

write and comment on 

blog posts, upload pictures 

to their photo sharing 

sites, chat with each other 

during sessions, and 

arrange to meet after the 

session or the conference 

has ended.  

Workshops 

During the conference thirteen 
workshops will be held on:  

•Multiple modes and multiple 
representations for science 
learning. 

•Real-time methods for monitor-
ing, evaluating and scaffolding 
students' reflective inquiry in 
computer-supported collabora-
tive learning environments. 

•Developing a common concep-
tual and representational frame-
work for CSCL interaction 
analysis.  

•Advancing collaborative prac-
tices in the scientific commu-

nity: creating innovative formats 
for conferencing. 

•The Scalable Architecture for 
Interactive Learning (SAIL) - 
New tools and communities for 
research. 

•Four Eyes: Eye tracking meth-
ods in collaborative / learning 
research. 

•Design workshops as means 
to involve teachers and other 
end-users in the process of 
CSCL tool development. 

•Increasing Participation in 
ICLS: Mentoring for First Time 
Attendees. 

•Methods workshop: Using 

ethnography to further under-
standings of learning in everyday 
settings. 

•The Missing Chapters: Learning 
Sciences Beyond the Classroom. 

•Games, Learning & Society: 
Building Centers of Expertise 
Around Gaming. 

•Theory-based Educational 
Game Design, Implementation, 
and Assessment. 

•Serious Games in the Learning 
Sciences: Making International 
Connections. 

For more information and regis-
tration see www.isls.org/
icls2008/. 

Meeting Day / Time slot 

ISLS Business Meeting Friday lunch break 

CSCL Committee / 
CSCL2009 Organisers 

Friday – 7:30 AM onwards 

JLS Wednesday – 12:30 - 2:30 PM 

ISLS Board Thursday – 7:30 AM onwards 

iJCSCL Thursday – 13:15 PM onwards 

Meetings 

Meetings are planned for a 
number of committees and so-
cieties. Here is a table to help 
you: 
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ijCSCL Symposium 2008 (ICLS, Utrecht) — Wednesday 2:30 pm  

The two major theoretical orien-
tations in contemporary learning-
sciences research create a ten-
sion in the approaches of the 
ICLS/CSCL research commu-
nity. For instance, should all cog-
nitive phenomena and processes 
be analyzed as an interplay of 
components in a model of the 
individual human mind or should 
cognition be studied as irreduci-
bly spread across collectivities, 
interactions, practices and arti-
facts situated in specific cultural-
historical settings? Can the ap-
parent incommensurability of the 
approaches be productive in 
stimulating critical reflection on 
conceptualizations and meth-
ods? Is it possible to bring the 
two perspectives into a produc-
tive relationship that supports 
collaboration on research and 
complementarity of results? 

The symposium will consist of 
three half-hour segments: 

Part I: A socio-cognitive analysis 

An author of an ijCSCL paper 
representing a socio-cognitive 
approach to learning sciences 
research will make a brief pres-
entation illustrating the power of 
this approach. Then a discussant 

will question possible limitations 
of the approach.  

Presenters: Ulrike Cress & 
Joachim Kimmerle, authors of “A 
systemic and cognitive view on 
collaborative knowledge building 
with wikis” (ijCSCL 3:2).  

Available at: http://
www.springerlink.com/content/
g509739lp56gk040/fulltext.pdf  

Discussant: Daniel D. Suthers 

Moderator: Gerry Stahl 

Part II: A socio-cultural analysis 

An author of an ijCSCL paper 
representing a socio-cultural 
approach to learning sciences 
research will make a brief pres-
entation illustrating the power of 
this approach. Then a discuss-
ant will question possible limita-
tions of the approach.  

Presenters: Ingeborg Krange & 
Sten Ludvigsen, authors of 
“What does it mean? Students’ 
procedural and conceptual prob-
lem solving in a CSCL environ-
ment designed within the field of 
science education” (ijCSCL 3:1).  

Available at: http://
www.springerlink.com/

content/83w585l5u442v287/
fulltext.pdf  

Discussant: Baruch Schwarz 

Moderator: Friedrich Hesse 

 

Part III: Resolution 

The audience will be challenged 
to propose ways of bringing the 
two theoretical approaches to-
gether. The question will also be 
raised—in anticipation of the next 
year’s symposium—of the extent 
to which the design of instruc-
tional technologies and educa-
tional practices should be driven 
by these theories and research 
paradigms.  

 

The audience is encouraged to 
read the two papers prior to the 
symposium. Springer has made 
these papers Open Access at 
http://www.springerlink.com/
content/120055 so that everyone 
can download them for free, even 
though everyone who attends 
ICLS can subscribe to ijCSCL as 
part of their registration and ISLS 
membership. 

“Productive tensions in the learning sciences: 
Socio-cognitive and socio-cultural theory” 

Co-chairs: Gerry Stahl & Friedrich Hesse 
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ISLS Book Announcements 

Stephen Reed's book Think-
ing Visually will be published 
this spring by Lawrence Erl-
baum Associates (Taylor & 

Francis group). The book 
covers many aspects of vis-
ual thinking and is written to 
be accessible to a broad 
audience. It includes the 

Animation Tutor CD to illus-
trate how instructional soft-
ware can support           
mathematics learning.  

New book by Stephen Reed: Thinking Visually 



The ‘I’ in ISLS: World-wide Membership Representation: 
Achievements, Goals and Challenges  

regions seem to be fairly well 
represented in NARST and 
AERA and we would have ex-
pected some overlap with these 
societies.  

At the recent CSCL conference 
hosted by Rutgers The State 
University of New Jersey, USA, 
we held a panel to discuss how 
we would like to shape the 
identity of the society. One of 
the central issues that was 
raised by many of those pre-
sent was the need to increase 
the world-wide representation 
of ISLS. Participants pointed to 
countries that were disturbingly 
under-represented. Partici-
pants’ perspectives were well 
aligned with the picture re-
flected in our statistics above: 
the problem of under-
representation is most acute in 
Africa and South and Central 
America, followed by Asia.  

Participants also raised some 
of the challenges that col-
leagues in these regions face 
that may hinder their ability to 
join the society. Other than 
access to information through 
journal subscriptions, work-
shops, conferences, etc… that 
tend to be more prominent in 
other regions, participants also 
discussed the difficulties that 
arise from differences in the 
type of research questions that 
tend to be raised and the ways 
in which they are studied. 
These differences can place 
colleagues from outside North 

America and Europe at some-
what of a disadvantage in, for 
instance, competing for confer-
ence presentation slots, which 
in turn, can divert them away 
from the society.  

One reason for such differences 
in focus, participants noted, 
might be differences in the 
availability of research funds 
and infrastructure. So, for ex-
ample, studies may be of 
smaller scope and include data 
collected primarily through 
questionnaires that might help 
identify particular learning phe-
nomena, but are not well equip-
ment to explain mechanisms 
and processes of learning, 
which tend to be favored in 
ISLS venues. One suggestion 
that was raised during this 
“Identity Panel” and discussion 
was to form research partner-
ships between researchers from 
highly represented countries, 
such as in Europe and North 
America, and from under repre-
sented countries, such as Africa 
and South America. 

An additional, and somewhat 
differing perspective that was 
raised following the “Identity 
Panel” at CSCL ’07, is a call to 
adopt a reflexive and critical 
stance concerning our research 
and methodological foci, espe-
cially with respect to the ways in 
which they align or misalign 
with trends in different world 
regions.  

The International Society of the 
Learning Sciences is now in its 
sixth year as an official profes-
sional society. During the first 
years, the membership commit-
tee focused on increasing 
membership numbers. We 
have faired well, and the soci-
ety has nearly doubled its 
membership (though, currently 
our numbers have dropped a 
bit – so be sure to renew your 
membership & bring a friend!). 
Now that we have grown to a 
comfortable size we are focus-
ing our efforts on more specific 
goals and challenges. One of 
our main goals is to increase 
and diversify the world-wide 
representation of ISLS mem-
bers.  

As of May 2008, we have a little 
over 200 members with about 
2/3 from North America, and 
1/3 from outside North America. 
We would like this ratio to shift 
to a larger proportion of mem-
bers from outside of North 
America. Moreover, the distri-
bution varies considerably out-
side of North America. Not sur-
prisingly, the largest represen-
tation is from European coun-
tries. For example, there are 
about twice as many members 
from Europe than from all of 
Asia. The most underrepre-
sented regions are Africa and 
South and Central America. 
There is a surprisingly low num-
ber of members from Australia 
and New Zealand, and we note 
this in surprise, because these 
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This report was        
provided by the ISLS 
Membership            
Committee: 

• Anthony Petrosino, 
University of Texas, 
USA 

• Iris Tabak,                
Ben Gurion University 
of the Negev, Israel 

• Armin Weinberger,                 
University of Twente,                 
The Netherlands 
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regions. Thus, we are chal-
lenged to examine, discuss, 
and question methods, ap-
proaches and results in a lar-
ger, multi-faceted, global con-
text. 

In closing, the membership 
committee welcomes your input 
and suggestions on these is-
sues and on the ways in which 
we can improve our world-wide 
representation. Particularly 
helpful would be names of spe-
cific individuals we can contact 

in under-represented countries 
who might serve as coordinat-
ing partners in recruiting mem-
bership in those countries or 
regions.  

We are weeks away from the 
first ICLS conference to be 
hosted outside of North Amer-
ica, by Utrecht University, The 
Netherlands, this June. We 
hope that this upcoming confer-
ence will mark a new era for 
ISLS membership.    

That is, we should question 
prevailing foci, their world-wide 
relevance, and the need to give 
more voice to additional ques-
tions and methods. For exam-
ple, prevailing approaches in 
the Learning Sciences may 
reflect a limited set of Western 
cultures and perspectives, 
which may fall short of the theo-
retical and empirical arsenal 
necessary to minimize bias and 
effectively explain differences in 
performance across different 

ICLS 2008 Membership

130

74

M embers in the United States Internat ional M embers

* The ISLS Membership 
Committee gratefully 

acknowledges Radaphat 
Chongthammakun, 

Membership 
Administrator of ISLS, 

for compiling and 
presenting membership 

information. 

 
ISLS Membership Representation in Numbers 

Australia 1 
Brazil 1 

Canada 5 
China 1 

Finland 3 
Germany 13 

India 1 
Indonesia 1 

Israel 5 
Italy 4 

Japan 6 
Malaysia 2 

Mexico 1 
Netherlands 11 

New Zealand 1 
Norway 2 

Singapore 5 
South Korea 1 

Sweden 1 
Switzerland 3 

Taiwan 1 
Thailand 1 

UK 3 
USA 130 

The ‘I’ in ISLS: World-wide Membership Representation: 
Achievements, Goals and Challenges  



unique level of intellectual col-

legiality and disciplined capac-

ity to manage large, complex 

projects. This position is for the 

rare senior leader who wants 

to go beyond what is possible 

in a university setting, has the 

demonstrated capability to 

bring in the required funding 

and thrives by engaging a 

creative and dedicated profes-

sional team towards a mission-

driven program of research 

and development. 

For more information, see 

https://sri.ats.hrsmart.com/cgi-

bin/a/highlightjob.cgi?

jobid=3998 

5 SRI International is grow-

ing and seeks to hire a new 

Research Program Director. 

The successful candidate will 

see this position as an oppor-

tunity to address one or more 

large, important and enduring 

challenges in teaching and 

learning by engaging CTL's 
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Job Announcement 

Research Program Director, SRI International 

Estonia, University of 
Helsinki in Finland, and the 
Institute for Human and Ma-
chine Cognition. If follows on 
the success of the First Con-
ference held in Pamplona, 
Spain in 2004 and the Second 
Conference held in San Jose, 
Costa Rica in 2006.   

The first two days of the Con-
ference, 22nd and 23rd of 
September, will be held in Tal-
linn, with a boat ride on the 
evening of the 23rd taking all 
participants to Helsinki, 
Finland for the last two days of 
the Conference, the 24th and 
25th of September.  Yes, two 
countries: Estonia, a world 
leader in the use of technology 
in 
government and business, and 
Finland, recognized worldwide 
for its quality of education.  

Join the concept mapping 
community and visit two coun-
tries, know two cultures, visit 

Old Town in Tallinn, visit 
schools and learn about 
Finland's educational system, 
and meet concept-mappers 
from all over the world! The 
Conference is aimed at all per-
sons interested in the use of 
concept maps, including, but 
not limited to: facilitation of 
learning; eliciting, capturing, 
archiving, and using "expert" 
knowledge; planning instruc-
tion; assessment of "deep" 
understandings; research plan-
ning; collaborative knowledge 
modeling; creation of 
"knowledge portfolios"; and 
administrative planning and 
monitoring. We expect partici-
pants from a broad range of 
fields presenting a wide variety 
of research and applications of 
concept mapping.  

5 The 3rd International Con-
ference on Concept Mapping 
will be organized by the Uni-
versity of Helsinki (Finland) 
and the University of Tallinn 
(Estonia) from September 22 – 
25, 2008. Links to CMC2008 
homepages: 
CmapTools view: http://
cmc.ihmc.us 
Traditional view: http://
concept-map.org 
 
On behalf of CMC2008 organ-
izational committee Alberto J. 
Cañas, IHMC, Mauri Åhlberg, 
University of Helsinki, Priit 
Reiska, Tallinn University 
International CMC2008, the 
Third International Conference 
on Concept Mapping 
has as a purpose bringing to-
gether scholars and practitio-
ners interested in the use of 
the concept mapping tool first 
developed at Cornell Univer-
sity in 1972. It is being organ-
ized by Tallinn University in 

Conference Announcement 

CMC2008 - 3rd International Conference on Concept Mapping, 
Tallinn, Estonia & Helsinki, Finland, Sept. 22-25, 2008 
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Job Announcements 

Joshua Danish Joins Indiana University Learning Sciences Program  

spective. To support this cur-
riculum, Joshua developed 
BeeSign, a computer simula-
tion that supported students in 
predicting and observing the 
behavior of a honeybee hive. 
He will be teaching advanced 
courses in the design of edu-
cational technologies, as well 
as the role of interaction and 
external representations in 
learning activities. Joshua is 
currently working on a National 
Science Foundation funded 
project to leverage computer-
based sensor technologies 
such as computer vision in 
order to enhance young stu-
dents’ embodied play activities 
as a resource to support their 
learning of basic physics con-
cepts. 

LS program head Richard 
Lesh said “Danish’s strengths 
complement those of a strong 
research community that we 
are developing at IU, where 
our emphasis on mathematics 
and science learning includes 
both in-school and beyond-
school settings as well as the 
consideration of social and 
ethical issues that inevitably 
accompany scientific inquiry”. 

 
Lesh and Search Committee 
Chair Ken Hay anticipate hiring 
one additional faculty member 
to join the 10 full-time faculty 
member in the IU Learning 
Sciences program.                  
For more information, email 
learnsci@indiana.edu. 

5 After reviewing 60 appli-
cants and interviewing a num-
ber of outstanding new schol-
ars, Indiana University’s Learn-
ing Sciences Program is 
pleased to announce that 
Joshua Danish will be joining 
their faculty in January 2009. 

 
Joshua completed his doctoral 
work at UCLA where he stud-
ied with Noel Enyedy. His dis-
sertation, which received a 
Spencer Foundation Disserta-
tion Year Fellowship, involved 
the design of an innovative 
curriculum to help young stu-
dents change their representa-
tional practices to be more 
reflective as they learn about 
honeybees collecting nectar 
from a complex systems per-

See many more news and job announcements at http://www.isls.org/news.html and  http://
www.isls.org/jobs.html. To submit a position to publish on this page, please send an email 
with the subject of "ISLS NEWS” to the ISLS webmaster with the following information:  

(1) Title of Announcement 

(2)  Applicable dates (please allow one week) 

(3) Brief description (60 words or less) 

(4) URL for further details and/or an email address for contact person.   

Newsletter #8 

The ISLS newsletter is 
published twice a year 

(Spring, Fall).  
Please send items for 

inclusion in the newsletter to 
the editor, Elena Kyza 

(elenakyza@gmail.com) 

www.isls.org 
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CSCL09 Call for Papers: 8th International Conference on  
Computer Supported Collaborative Learning  
The CSCL 2009 conference is co-organised by the International Society of the Learning Sciences 
(ISLS) and the University of the Aegean.  

CSCL is a major international event, an official conference of ISLS, which gathers together people 
involved in all aspects of the field of technology-based collaborative learning, including research, 
education, training and technology. 

The conference theme 'CSCL Practices' emphasises practices related to technology based col-
laborative learning in three major areas:  

• Learning in typical educational institutional structures  

• Learning in every day life, and  

• Learning in workplace structures. 

 

You can participate in a variety of sessions such as: paper sessions, interactive sessions, sym-
posia, panels, workshops, seminars, tutorials, educational showcases, posters, demos and exhibi-
tions. You could also benefit from one of the following Awards: Senior Best Paper Award, Student 
Best Paper Award, Technology Design Award, CSCL Practices Showcase Award. 

 

Submission Deadlines 

November 1, 2008 Deadline Submission for Papers and Short Papers 

December 20, 2008 Deadline Submission for: 

• Symposia, Interactive Events, Panels Firehose sessions 
• Papers of Doctoral Consortium, Posters, Exhibitions 
 
Pre-conference events 
• Workshops 
• Education Showcases 
• Seminars (to teachers’ educators or workplace trainers) and 

Tutorials 
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